
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Gail Shea, P.C., M.P. 

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
House of Commons  
 

 
The Honourable Marc Garneau 
Minister of Transport 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 

July 15, 2019 

Re: Urgent – Interim Protocol for the Use of Southern B.C. Anchorages Breached 

Dear Minister Garneau, 

I am dismayed to find myself writing you once again about the Interim Protocol for the Use of 
Southern B.C. Anchorages. This time I write because my constituents have reached out to 
inform me that certain vessels are breaching the guidelines set forth in the Interim Protocol. 

According to one constituent, the ULTRA AGILITY vessel is anchored in Captain’s Pass 
Anchorage 2, which is a designated Marine Sensitive Zone according to the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans. 

Another of my constituents has pointed out that the Trincomali channel has been used as a 
parking lot for the freighters, in spite of the fact that there was room in English Bay. According 
to the Protocol, the waters around the Southern Gulf Islands should only be used if there is no 
room in either Vancouver Harbour or English Bay. 

Lastly, as I have expressed to you before, my constituents have named countless times – and 
recorded these occurrences with video proof – when these freighters have breached noise, 
pollution, and light regulations. 

As you can imagine, my constituents are livid. They cannot understand why Transport Canada 
has allowed this situation and not acted when the inadequate Protocol was breached. Not only 
are these anchorages disturbing the sensitive waters and marine habitats that surround the 
islands in my constituency simply by being present, operators appear to be willfully breaking 
the rules that are meant to mitigate the vessels’ worst effects. 

I have personally viewed footage of the disturbance these vessels are causing, and I am shocked 
that it has gotten to this point. The anchorages are posing a risk to the mental and physical 



 
 

health of my constituents, not to mention the incredible harm they are posing to the very 
endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales. 

I urge you to please end the Interim Protocol for the Use of Southern B.C. Anchorages, to ensure 
that management of English Bay and Vancouver Harbour be improved to prevent this situation 
from ever occurring again, and to hold the operators of the vessels accountable for their actions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Elizabeth May O.C. 
Member of Parliament  
Saanich-Gulf Islands  
Leader of the Green Party of Canada 
 
 
CC: The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast 
Guard 

 


