
Freighter Anchorages in the Southern Gulf Islands 

We call upon the federal government to take all measures possible to reduce, and ultimately eliminate, 

the use of commercial freighter anchorage sites throughout the Southern Gulf Islands.  

 These anchorage sites were designated without consultation with local First Nations and coastal 

communities. They favour international business interests and industrialization of Southern Gulf Island 

waters at the expense of the environment, local economies and quality of life.  

First Nations Rights and Title have not been adequately addressed when it comes to anchorages and 

large vessel traffic within their traditional territories as is required under the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Article 32.  

The use of these anchorages has resulted in a significant increase in noise, light, and air pollution; 

damage to the local marine ecosystems; a threat to local economies and associated provincial 

government revenues; and most worrisome, an increased risk of catastrophic bunker-fuel spills. 

Possible solutions for phasing out the use of freighter anchorages in the SGI include:  

 Develop improved infrastructure for safe anchoring of ships inside the Port of Vancouver. 

 Address supply chain inefficiencies. 

 Communicate with shipping companies to delay vessel arrivals when Vancouver and Nanaimo 
Port anchorages are full and no berth is available. 

 Establish significant daily fees for use to discourage use of SGI anchorages. 

 Explore other locations for anchorages in less populated areas. 

 

A robust and efficient shipping industry benefits all Canadians. This can be achieved without penalizing 
residents of the Southern Gulf Islands and without negatively impacting a world-renowned area of 
natural beauty.  

 

Sincerely, 

Anchorages Concern Thetis 

Cowichan Bay Ship Watch Society 

Gabriolans Against Freighter Anchorages Society 

Plumper Sound Protection Association 

Saltair Ocean Protection Committee 

 

 



THE CURRENT IMPACTS OF FREIGHTER ANCHORAGES IN SOUTHERN GULF ISLAND WATERS 

In the past 10 years the 33 designated anchorages have been used more frequently with longer stays 

and much larger vessels. Industry predictions indicate this will continue and increase, unless solutions 

are implemented.  

Serious negative risks and impacts include:  

Danger to marine mammals including Southern Resident Killer Whales. Freighter traffic increases the 

risk of ship to mammal collision and acoustical interference due to underwater noise. Use of SGI 

anchorages requires excess travel through SRKW critical habitat. 

Risk of catastrophic fuel or oil spills. Pacific Pilotage Authority statistics show 20 incidents of ship’s 

repositioning due to dragging anchor, since 2009. ( eg. 2009 grounding of  Hebei Lion on Conconi reef). 

Anchor dragging can lead to a catastrophic spill. Equipment malfunction, human error and increased 

potential for collisions also contribute to the threat. Spill response systems have proven to be severely 

inadequate. (The 2015 Marathassa spill made that abundantly clear.) 

Damage to sea bed. Scouring by anchors and anchor chains damage and destroy habitat of important 

and endangered marine species, including foundation fish species and glass sponges.  

Noise pollution.  Excessive noise has significant negative impacts on humans and wildlife. This includes  

noise from ship engines when transiting, diesel generators running 24/7, onboard industrial equipment, 

raising and lowering of large anchor chains, opening and closing of hatch covers, etc.  In one location 

offloading of gypsum is allowed causing additional noise disruptions (usually during the night hours). 

Light pollution.  Crews employ large flood lighting systems in addition to their required navigational 

safety lighting. This affects both residents and wildlife. 

Health effects. The impacts of increased noise and light pollution, along with the diminished air quality,  

are affecting the physical health, creating anxiety and diminishing the quality of life of thousands of 

coastal residents. 

Safety risks.  The SGI region consists of narrow channels with strong tidal currents.  The high 

manoeuvring speeds of freighters transiting these areas poses a significant risk to many small 

vessels using the same waters.  

Economic impacts. The anchorages provide no local economic benefit. Their presence throughout the 

SGIs threatens tourism and associated businesses.  

Fire Risk. In summer months the area experiences extremely dry weather.  The possibility of a fire on 

board a freighter spreading to land is a terrifying prospect. 

 


