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June 10, 2019 
 
Honourable George Heyman               Via Email:  
ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
PO Box 9047 Stn Prov Gov 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 
 
Attn: Hon. George Heyman 
 
Dear Mr. Heyman, 

 
Re: Request for Environmental Assessment for Southern Gulf Island Anchorages 
 
As residents of the South Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island, B.C., we write in relation to the use of 
historic anchorages off the coast of Vancouver Island and in the Southern Gulf Islands (the 
“Anchorages”), and the need to subject these to an environmental assessment under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, RSBC 2003, c 18 (“BC EAA”). 
 
Large coal and grain freighters that are bound for the Ports of Vancouver may request to use the 
Anchorages while they wait to be admitted to the Port. The Anchorages are assigned by the 
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority, using an “equitable rotation” model pursuant to Transport 
Canada’s Interim Protocol for the Use of Southern B.C. Anchorages (the “Interim Protocol”).1 The 
Interim Protocol took effect in February 2018 and is to remain in effect until July 2019. Although this 
may appear to be an adequate solution, it is not, because: (1) Compliance with the Interim Protocol 
is voluntary, and (2) its requirements are insufficient to protect the sensitive ecosystems in which the 
Anchorages are situated and insufficient to minimize the impacts to local communities.  
 
The use of the Anchorages—whether in compliance with the Interim Protocol or not—causes myriad 
significant adverse environmental and social effects. The anchors drag along the sea bed, 
disturbing species habitat, these freighters are three times the size as the anchorages were 
originally designated for, there is no safety surveillance for bilge and/or sewage dumping, no 
invasive species inspections (as in Ports).  There are no spill response teams in our regions.  Our 
Orcas are threatened by the noise from engines and generators running constantly, our eagles and 
endangered herons threatened by the light and noise pollution.  In addition, the freighters are 
negatively impacting the rockfish conservation areas and marine recreation, sailing, boating, fishing, 
crabbing and prawning. 
 
 
It is clear that the federal government is not applying sufficiently stringent regulation on the use of 
the Anchorages. For this reason, the Province must act.  
 

                                                
1 Government of Canada, “Interim Protocol for the Use of Southern B.C. Anchorages” (modified 11 December 2018, 
accessed 26 March 2019), online: <https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/marine/ports-harbours/interim-protocol-use-
southern-bc-anchorages.html> 
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The ongoing use of the Anchorages constitutes a “project” for the purposes of the BC EAA and 
should be made to undergo an environmental assessment. We request that you exercise your 
authority under s.6 of the BC EAA to designate the ongoing use of the Anchorages as a reviewable 
project. This would allow the Province to exercise its constitutional jurisdiction to regulate territorial 
environmental impacts (recognized by the courts recently in Coastal First Nations - Great Bear 
Initiative Society v. British Columbia (Minister of Environment)).2  
 
We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.  
 
 
Yours Truly, 
 
 
 
 
Mary Desprez, Co-Chair,  Megan Norfolk, Co-Chair 
Ladysmith Anchorage Watch Committee 
 
Zdenek Birch, Co-Chair,  Doug Fenton, Co-Chair. 
Anchorage Concerns Thetis (ACThetis) 
 
Michel Lecour, President 
Plumper Sound Protection Association 
 
Peter Holmes, President,  
Cowichan Bay Ship Watch Society 
 
Chris Straw, President,  
Gabriolans Against Freighter Anchorages Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• c.c.: Sheila Malcolmson, MLA, Nanaimo   Sheila.Malcolmson.mla@leg.bc.ca 
 
Encl.: Map of historic anchorages off Vancouver Island and Southern Gulf Islands 
Valdez Island Conservancy Assessment, Marine Policy Document, Australia 

                                                
22016 BCSC 34, at para 56. 
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Map of South Coast of B.C. Anchorages  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


